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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to Telephone Interview of 9/1/04 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 18.19,22 and 32 . 

3. The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Craig Weiss on Thursday, September 2, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Specification : 

Page 8, line 23, inserted -a plurality of strands forming- after "comprising". 
Claims : 

Claim 1 8. (currently amended) An expandable bait sleeve assembly comprising: 
a fishing line: 
a bait: 

a fishing hook coupled to said fishing line; and 

a sleeve comprising a plurality of strands of a plastic material and forming 
compr i s e d of mor e than tw e nty p l ast i c - typ e strands e ach hav i ng a first e nd and a 
s e cond and h el ica ll y braid e d tog e th e r to form a mesh-like configuration defining a 
plurality of apertures between said p l astic - typ e strands, said sleeve having an interior 
surface and an exterior surface and a first end and a second end, said second end of 
said sleeve being substantially closed and defining an aperture through which said 



Application/Control Number: 09/934,127 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3643 

fishing line passes, said plast i c typo strands extending from sa i d s e cond ond of said 
s lee v e and t e rm i nat i ng at said first end of sa i d s lee v e , sa i d first o nd of each said plast i c 
typ e strand b ei ng fusod tog e ther w i th a first e nd of an oppos i ng p l ast i c typo strand to 
form an op e n i ng d e fin e d by sa i d first e nd of sa i d s lee v e , said first end of said sleeve 
being open and dimensioned to expand to receive at least a portion of said bait, said 
first end being free of means to one of constrict and close said first end, said interior 
surface of said sleeve retaining receive at least a portion of a said bait and at least a 
portion of said fishing line and at least a portion of said fishing hook : 

wherein said sleeve being sufficiently expandable so as to expand 
circumferentiallv o n l arg o to a l arg e r diam e t e r as a bait having a circumference larger 
than a circumference of said sleeve is inserted into said open first end of said sleeve 
without applying any force to any other portion of said sleeve to expand said sleeve 
while at the same time said sleeve is sufficiently rigid in order to compress and so4hat 
s ai d ba i t i s retained-bv- at least a portion of said bait and at least a portion of said fishing 
line and at least a portion of said fishing hook inside said interior surface of said sleeve. 

Claim 19, line 1, inserted -assembly- after "sleeve". 
Claim 19, line 2, replaced "plastic-type" with -plastic-. 
Canceled claim 21. 



Claim 22. The expandable bait sleeve assembly of Claim 18 further comprising: 
said fishing line further comprising: 
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a swivel harness having a first end and a second end, said first end of said 
swivel harness being dimensioned to swivel and being coupled to an outer 
surface of said second end of said sleeve and being dimensioned to be coupled 
to a fishing line, said second end of said swivel harness being passed through an 
inner surface of said second end of said sleeve and being dimensioned to be 
coupled to a leader; and 

a leader having a first end and a second end, said first end being coupled 
to said second end of said swivel harness; and 

said a fishing hook having a leader coupling end and at least one hook 
end, said leader coupling end being coupled to said second end of said leader 
and said at least one hook end being dimensioned to protrude outside of said 
sleeve. 

Claim 32. (currently amended) A method for catching fish consisting compr i sing of, in 
combination, the steps of: 

providing a fishing line; 

providing a bait; 

providing a fishing hook coupled to said fishing line; 

providing a sleeve compr i s e d of mor e than tw e nty p l ast i c - typ e strands ea ch 
hav i ng a first e nd and a s e cond e nd h eli ca ll y bra i d e d tog e th e r to form a comprising a 
plurality of strands of a plastic material and forming a mesh-like configuration defining a 
plurality of apertures between said p l ast i c - typ e strands, said sleeve having an interior 
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surface and an exterior surface and a first end and a second end, s ai d p l ast i c typ e 
strands oxt o nd i ng from sa i d s e cond e nd of sa i d s l oovo and torminat i ng at sa i d first e nd 
of sa i d s lee v e , sa i d first e nd of e ach sa i d p la st i c typ e strand b ei ng fus e d tog e ther w i th a 
f i rst e nd of an oppos i ng p l ast i c typ e strand to form an op e n i ng d e f i n e d by sa i d first e nd 
of sa i d s lee v e said first end of said sleeve being open and dimensioned to expand to 
receive a portion of a said bait , said first end being free of means to one of constrict and 
close said first end, said second end being substantially closed and defining an aperture 
therein : 

inserting an end of said a fishing line through said aperture defined by said 
closed end such that said end of said fishing line is within said interior surface of said 
sleeve : 

coupling said fishing hook to said end of said fishing line: and 
inserting at least a portion of said bait into said open first end of said sleeve: 
wherein said sleeve is being sufficiently expandable so as to enlarge to a larger 
diameter when a bait is inserted into said open first end of said sleeve while at the same 
time said sleeve is sufficiently rigid so-that in order to compress and retain at least a 
portion of said bait and at least a portion of said fishing line and at least a portion of said 
fishing hook inside i s r o ta i n o d by said interior surface of said sleeve^ 
i ns e rt i ng a port i on of b a it i nto sa i d op e n first e nd of sa i d s lee v e ; 
prov i d i ng a fish i ng l i n e hav i ng a first e nd and a s e cond e nd, sa i d s e cond e nd of 
s ai d f i shing li no boing d i m o ns i onod to pass through an apertur e d o fin o d by sa i d second 
e nd of said sl oo v o ; 
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coup li ng said first o nd of sa i d fishing l i ne to a fish i ng rod; 

prov i ding a fish i ng hook hav i ng a li n e coupling ond and a hook o nd, said hook 

end b e ing dim e ns i on e d to protrud e outsido of sa i d opon first e nd of sa i d sl o ov e ; 

coup li ng sa i d li n e coupl i ng e nd of sa i d fishing hook to sa i d s e cond e nd of sa i d 
f i sh i ng lin e ; and 

cast i ng sa i d s lee v e . 

2 The Examiner would like to indicate to applicant that the proposed Drawing 
changes filed 8/20/2002 have been approved by the Examiner and that Corrected 
Drawings (as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 
3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

In regard to claim 18, the prior art of record does not disclose an expandable bait 
sleeve assembly comprising a sleeve comprising a plurality of strands of a plastic 
material and forming a mesh-like configuration defining a plurality of apertures between 
the strands, the first end of the sleeve being free of means to one of constrict and close 
the first end, and the interior surface of the sleeve retaining at least a portion of the 
fishing line and at least a portion of the fishing hook. 

In regard to claim 32, the prior art of record does not disclose a method of 
catching fish consisting of providing a sleeve comprising a plurality of strands of a 
plastic material forming a mesh-like configuration defining a plurality of apertures 
between the strands, the first end of the sleeve being free of means to one of constrict 
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and close the first end; inserting an end of the line such that the end of the line is within 
the interior surface of the sleeve; and coupling the hook to the end of the line. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Darren W. Ark whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3733. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th, 8:00am-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M. Poon can be reached on (703) 308-2574. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Darren W. Ark 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3643 

DWA 




